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Message from the President 

It's time for the 37th Annual Spring Orchid Show 
and Sale!  It's always an exciting time of year 
preparing for the show.  We are very fortunate 
to have such dedicated members who have 
always helped to keep the show running 
smoothly.  We all have our favourite area to 
volunteer in, but maybe it's time to shake it up a 
bit.  Have you ever wondered how our beautiful 
display gets put together? You can sign up to 
help put it together on the Friday night.  No 
experience necessary.  Have you always spent 
your time on the membership table?  Perhaps 
spend some time this year working security or 
manning the members' sale table. Have 
computer skills? Maybe give registration on 
Friday a try. Volunteering a couple of hours of 
your time can make our show even better! 

Of course, your plants are what makes the show 
spectacular!  We are looking forward to having a 
large array of beautiful orchids for our display 
this year.  Hopefully, the orchids will co-operate 
and be in bloom for our show!  I expect we will 
win many ribbons again this year! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
finally, it is time to divide and repot some plants 
for the member's sale table.  The orchids don't 
have to be in bloom but they do need to be pest 
free and healthy.  We will have more information 
on our sales table at the February meeting.     
 
Let's all work together and make this our best 
show ever! 

Nancy 
 

How do you say that? 
Bulbophyllum – bul-boh-FILL-um 
Cymbidium – sim-BID-ee-um 
Lycaste – LYE-kas-tee 
nobile – NOH-bee-lee 
Odontoglossum – oh-don-toh-GLOSS-um 
 
from: Orchids, The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society 

 
Monthly Meeting Schedule OSRBG 

Date Location  
Feb 18 Rm 5 Prep plants for show 
Feb 24/25 RBG Annual Show 
March 25 Rm 5 Repotting 
April 15 Rm 5 Joyce Medcalf 
May 27 Rm 5 Dr. Leslie Ee 
June 24  Strawberry Social 
July   Picnic 

 

 

OSRBG Password Orchid16 
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For your information 

By Pat Vuurman 

Show Plant Grooming 

In order for your orchid flowers to be judged at 
their best here are a few suggestions.  

When your orchid first shows signs of flowering, 
take note of the direction of the light source. Be 
sure to orient the plant in the same direction 
every time you move it until the flowers are all 
set otherwise some may turn to face a different 
direction. While the flower stem elongates, it 
can be trained in a slightly different direction or 
in a graceful arch if this is desired. Do this by 
gently moving the stem along a shaped wire 
stake and gently tying it with floral tape or 
perhaps short pieces of twist-tie. 

When it’s nearly time to bring your plant in for 
showing, first be sure there are no freeloaders 
(bugs). Next 
it‘s a good 
idea to 
remove dry 
leaves 
carefully and 
perhaps snip off any brown leaf tips (using 
sterile tools so as not to spread diseases). 

Cleaning off the leaves may also be needed for 
tidiness. This can be done by gently rubbing the 
leaves with a paper towel dipped in milk. 
Staking the plant and/or the flowers is desirable 
in order to minimize movement and resultant 
possible damage during transport. This may be 
temporary for the journey or more permanent in 
order to display the flowers to best advantage. 

Put your name on your orchid pot. One of those 
little sticky address labels works quite well 
especially on plastic pots. Include a list of all 
your plants going to the show to make it easier 

for the set-up crew to get them all back to the 
rightful owner. You may wish to include the 
plant name on your orchid pot for ease in plant 
registration at the show. An important aspect of 
showing orchid flowers is participation. Please 
don’t hesitate to enter your plant for display. 
Don’t worry about whether it’s as good as the 
next grower’s plant. If you like it, so will plenty of 
others. Besides, it often amazes even the most 
experienced growers which plants judges will 
award a ribbon!!  

 

The Olympics of Orchids 

"In a cavern, in a canyon" features 3,600 
orchids of 76 different varieties... 

Gardens by the Bay has won gold at the 22nd 
World Orchid Conference (WOC 22) held in 
Ecuador with its orchid display, In a cavern, in a 
canyon. The winning display also went on to 
garner the Best of Show award. In all, Gardens 
by the Bay took home 10 top accolades and 32 
awards for individual plants. 
 

The Gardens’ team said they wanted to portray 
the unexpected wonder of orchids thriving 
amidst a rocky landscape. In total, 3,600 orchids 
of 76 different varieties were featured, including 
many tropical orchids from the Southeast Asian 
region.   



Orchidata  
February 2018 

  Page 3 

 
Orchids need special attention  

during winter 

People aren’t the only ones who suffer during 
the winter. Orchids need special attention too.  

Orchid growing at this time of year presents 
many challenges for the hobbyist.  
The first line of defense is measuring the 
humidity and temperature in the immediate 
vicinity of the plants. 
 
Tropical orchids are especially challenged when 
temperatures fall below freezing, Heaters take 
all the moisture out of the air, and the sun barely 
clears the horizon. These conditions are never 
found in the rainforest. 
 
To combat these real threats to their hobby, 
growers have informally developed a set of 
‘winter rules’ which go into effect from mid-
November to mid-March.While there is no 
guarantee of success, following a few principles 
greatly improves the odds of happy plants. 
 
Keep temperatures above 60 degrees 
This is the easiest rule to follow because the 
grower will quickly notice uncomfortably cool air.  
One remedy is to relocate 
the collection to a warmer 
part of the house. Also, 
closing the draperies at 
night can significantly 
reduce drafts. Lastly, the 
addition of an electric 
space heater does 
wonders. Since orchids 
don’t like wild 
temperature swings, we 
recommend oil-filled radiant heaters which 
gradually warm the area. 
 
 

Keep humidity above 50 percent 
Most people can’t feel the difference between 
50 percent and 
40 percent 
humidity, but 
orchids will 
show their 
stress in the 
form of 
yellowing leaves 
and shriveling 
buds within a 
few days.  
Every grower 
should have a 
small gauge that 
sits among the plants and displays the humidity 
as a percentage. If the device also records 
highs and lows and measures temperature, 
that’s even better. 
 
One way to increase humidity is to use a tray 
filled with water and topped with a grate or 
pebbles. Orchids sit on top and moisture 
evaporates around them. This tray can be either 
a do-it-yourself or preassembled project. For 
larger collections, consider a small one-gallon 
humidifier. Orchids don’t like droplets 
condensing on their leaves so we recommend 
the humidifier types that allow for fine manual 
adjustment of vapor. 
 
Give as much sun as possible without 
burning 
Despite its ever-changing low angle and too 
brief appearance at this time of year, the sun is 
both welcomed and tempered. Orchids need 
light to grow and bloom but the intensity of the 
sun is critical.  
 
For example, one hour of full mid-day sun on a 
Phalaenopsis plant may result in blackened 
leaves. Conversely, several months of a dimly lit 
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room may prevent a Phalaenopsis from 
blooming or having more than just a few 
flowers. Some growers go so far as to try to 
mimic equator-like day lengths of 12 hours as 
found in many native orchid habitats. This 
ambitious plan requires supplemental grow 
lights and timers. When it gets dark at 5 p.m., 
the lights turn on for four more hours. 
 
The trick is finding the right spot in the house 
where the exposure is bright but not too bright.  
Seasoned growers habitually feel their plants 
because the leaves tell the story. Warm leaves 
indicate too much sun. Try adjusting the position 
of the orchids slightly or adding shade in the 
form of a sheer curtain or partially turned blinds. 
 
Spring isn’t that far away, with it come new 
orchid challenges. But, from now until mid-
March, we have our winter rules to live by. 
 
URL: 
http://www.journalnow.com/home_food/home_garden/garden/orchids-
need-special-attention-during-winter/article_0b72e0a8-6d9a-5c8d-8067-
508dc6075f3b.html 
 
 
Members’ Pics 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Faye does it again 
 

Encyclia navarroi, and the clone name is 
“Fayeze” earned 82 points, and it has been 
given the Certificate of Horticultural  Merit by the 
American Orchid Society.  Award No. 
20173433.  

Description: Nine flat stellate flowers and six on 
one 107-cm arched inflorescence, plant grown 
in an eight inch cm square plastic pot in bark; 
pseudobulb ovate, shiny, bifoliate, leaves strap 

shaped, acute, accuminate, margins rough, 
sepals and petals yellow-green suffused and 
striped sepia towards apex, lip white, side lobes 
slightly suffused magenta, midlobe  suffused 
rose purple, boldly striped magenta, column and 
anther cap white, substance firm; texture matte; 
sweetly fragrant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have been desperately trying to enter one of 
my orchids in the shows. Finally, I thought I had 
one. My Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester ‘Great 
Bee’ was in spike for the first time. December, 
January … please don’t bloom … Well it 
bloomed. Sandra Micucci  
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Upcoming Events 

 
February 24&25, 2018 – RBG Orchid 
Show and Sale  
 
April 21,2Ottawa Orchid Society 
 

 
 

Greenhouse Volunteers Needed 
As you may know, the Orchid Society maintains the 
collection of orchids in the RBG greenhouse. This is 
a significant commitment which cannot be carried 
out without the help of volunteers.  
 

Currently a group of volunteers meets on Thursday 
mornings from 9:30 to noon, more or less, and 
another group meets on Sunday mornings from 
about 10 until 12:30.  This schedule is dictated by 
watering requirements. Volunteers are currently 
being sought for both these teams. “On the job” 
training is provided if needed. 

 

In addition to watering, volunteers look after 
repotting the orchids, cleaning any plants that are 
being attacked by pests, removing dead leaves, 
sterilizing pots and other equipment, preparing 
plants for display and many other small but 
important tasks. 

 

Volunteers are not required to attend every week, 
but some commitment to the collection should be 
demonstrated. If you are able to devote some time 
to helping us maintain the orchids, please contact 
Pat Vuurman (pvuurman@hotmail.com) regarding 

the Thursday group, or Denise MacLeod 
(pmacleod5@cogeco.ca) if you can volunteer on 
Sundays. 

  

Flasking Group 
Anyone interested in flasking please give Ben Boers, 
Pat Vuurman or Bob Gibbon a call for details  

 
Membership 

You can renew your membership at the next monthly 
meeting, or by mailing your cheque to: 

Robert Vanderheyden 
38 Oak Avenue 
Dundas, ON  L9H 4Y9 
e-mail: robvdhd@gmail.com 

Membership Fee: $20.00 

 

 

Membership and Address Changes 
Robert Vanderheyden 
38 Oak Avenue 
Dundas, ON  L9H 4Y9 
e-mail: robvdhd@gmail.com 
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2017 – 2018 Executive & Contact Info 
 

President Nancy Freckleton nfreckleton@hotmail.com 

Past-president Drew Goddard andyjjj@gmail.com 

Vice-president Vacant  

Treasurer Gavin Clark gavin.clark@utoronto.ca 

Membership Robert Vanderheyden robvdhd@gmail.com 

Newsletter Sandra Micucci sandra.micucci@rogers.com 

Publicity Sandra Ianiri Marsand0814@hotmail.com 

Native Orchids Charlotte Moore revcharlottemoore@gmail.com 

Show Chair Ben Boers bmboers@hotmail.com 

Sales/Raffles Penelope Petrie penelobull@rogers.com 

Programming Jacqui Arrindell jacma@sympatico.ca 

COC Rep Chris Varady cvarady@cogeco.ca 

AOS/Mid-American Rep Chris Varady cvarady@cogeco.ca 

Hospitality Greta Culley culley@mcmaster.ca 

Librarian Wendy Hearder-Moan wendy-hm@cogeco.ca 

Flasking Bob Gibbon bgibbon16@gmail.com 

Orchid Collection Olga Jokutaitis  

Orchid Collection Pat Vuurman pvuurman@hotmail.com 

RBG Liaison Ben Boers bmboers@hotmail.com 

   

 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
Dr. James Brasch 

 

 

 


