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Message from the President 

How often have you found yourself asking "how 
can I contribute more to the OSRBG"?  You 
already attend monthly meetings, support the 
vendors at the meetings, bring in your beautiful 
specimens for everyone to enjoy on the show 
table and, of course, help at our annual 
show.  Well, there is another way to contribute -- 
volunteer.   

There are many opportunities for volunteering 
within the organization.  Teams help care for the 
orchid collection in the greenhouse on Thursday 
and Sunday mornings.  Volunteer to help set 
up/take down the beautiful displays of our 
members' orchids at any of the shows we 
attend. Share some of your best orchid growing 
tips in the newsletter or let us know any 
suggestions you may have for presentations at 
our monthly meetings. 

Finally, you can volunteer to be on the 
executive.  We are currently in need of a vice-
president.  Do you need to be an expert on 
orchids?  Definitely not, you just have to enjoy 
orchids!  Executive positions take very little time 
each month but keep the OSRBG running 
smoothly.  So, the next time you find yourself 
wondering how you can contribute more, 
consider one of the above options.   

Nancy 

 

 

 

 

 
Darth Vader 

Aristolchia Salvador platensis 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 15, 2017 – 0SRBG General 
Meeting, Room 3-4. Programme: Charlotte 
Moore - Native Orchids of Newfoundland 
 
November 19, 2017 – OSRBG General 
Meeting, Room 5. Plant sales commence at 
1:00 pm & Meeting to begins at 2:00 pm.   
Programme: Terry Kowalczuk “Japanese 
Orchids and orchid species” 
 
December 10, 2017 – Christmas Party and 
Auction - Programme: TBA 
 
January 21, 2018 -  OSRBG General 
Meeting, Room 5. Plant sales commence at 
1:00 pm & Meeting to begins at 2:00 pm. 
Programme: AOS Judging 
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Message from the Editor 

Please excuse my tardiness in getting the 
newsletter to you. This is my first issue as editor 
and let me tell you -  it is not easy following in 
Jacquie Goodard’s footsteps. Thank-you 
Jacquie for all the work you did in getting a top-
notch newsletter to us. There are a whole lot of 
skills here I either never had or haven’t used in 
a long time. So, with Jacquie’s support and your 
indulgence I am confident this will work – 
eventually.  

One thing that would help me tremendously is 
pictures of your orchids. How many of you do 
not get to display your beautiful orchids in bloom 
because they decide to bloom on a date not 
consistent with a show? Now is your chance. 
Please send them to 
Sandra.micucci@rogers.com and include the 
name of the orchid.  

Sandra 

 

Ophrys ariadnae Paulus 
 

Orchids in the News 

Earlier this year I was made aware of a 
poaching incident at Fathom Five National 
Marine Park. 

In conjunction with Parks 
Canada, I am forwarding  
the following post to 
share with your members 
and add to your 
newsletter or mailings.  

To preserve our beautiful 
native orchids, it is 
important for all of us to 
actively guard their 
conservation and to educate the public about 
their extreme vulnerability and sensitivity, as 
attempting to move them almost invariably 
results in their death. By helping to distribute the 
following post, we can hopefully deter this 
behaviour from happening in the future.  

John Alexander, Alexander Arts 
Member of SOOS Conservation Committee 
  

POST 
Parks Canada is asking for 
the public's assistance in 
solving the following crime 
at Fathom Five National 
Marine Park:  Between 2 
June and 10 June, 2017 
an unknown individual or 
individuals removed a 
culturally significant and 
locally rare species of 

Orchid from Flowerpot Island.  It is believed the 
Large Round-Leaved Orchid, Platanthera 
orbiculata, had been specifically targeted for its 
rarity.  This particular flower had been present in 
the Park for over a decade and was utilised by 
Parks Canada staff for educational 
purposes.  Anyone with information on this or 
other violations are asked to contact Parks 
Canada Dispatch at 1-877-852-3100. 
The removal of any flora from a National Park is 
punishable up to $25,000 for a first offence. 
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Related… 

Protecting culturally significant and 
rare species in Japan 

Locals rescue orchid  
named after tragic Heike warlord 

 
Atsumoriso 
(Cypripedium 
macranthos var. 
speciosum) is an 
orchid that bears 
reddish purple 
flowers during the 
rainy season. The 
blooms resemble 
a croissant with a 
ribbon tied 
around it. 

Called the “king of wild orchids,” Atsumoriso is 
adored by flower lovers. But it has long been 
feared that it may die out. In particular, a variety 
called Kamanashi Hotei Atsumoriso has 
become so scarce that it has gained the 
moniker “phantom flower.” This variety grows 
naturally on Mount Kamanashi in Shinshu (the 
old name of Nagano Prefecture) and is 
characterized by its roundish flowers. 

The town of Fujimi in Nagano Prefecture has 
been putting a great deal of effort into protecting 
and cultivating Atsumoriso. Clusters of 
Atsumoriso used to be found widely on 
Kamanashi and neighboring Mount Nyukasa. 
But the numbers declined sharply due to illegal 
collection, animal damage and changes in the 
environment caused by afforestation. 

Eleven years ago, local residents and town 
government officials set up a group dedicated to 
repopulating the endangered species. They 
started by trying to find areas where the plant 
grows naturally. 

They discovered four Atsumoriso roots after 
clambering up cliffs and going deep into the 
mountains. “Our tenacious efforts paid off,” said 
Hiroshi Nakayama, 77, head of the group. 
“When we found them, my heart was filled with 
emotion, and I thought we had to protect them 
at any cost.” The group’s members installed 
nets to keep wild animals at bay and set up 
cameras to deter people from illegally digging 
up the plant. These efforts have led to a 10-fold 
increase in the number of Atsumoriso growing in 
the wild. 

But it was much more difficult to propagate the 
plant through cross-fertilization and cultivation. 
The group, with the help of companies and high 
schools, carried out a number of experiments 
for artificial reproduction. But barely one in a 
thousand seedlings they planted grew to flower. 
It proved to be much tougher than imagined. 

The name Atsumoriso comes from warlord Taira 
no Atsumori (1169-1184), who was killed by 
enemy warrior Kumagai Naozane in the Battle 
of Ichinotani during a conflict between the Heike 
(Taira) and Minamoto families. The plant was so 
named apparently because the glamorous 
flower was reminiscent of the armor that 
Atsumori wore. Atsumori became a symbol of 
the tragic saga of the downfall of the Heike 
family, which was once in power and reveled in 
prosperity. But the orchid named after him is 
now being brought back from the brink of 
extinction. 

The noble and elegant flower appears to be a 
crystallization of the indomitable spirit of the 
local people who have worked so hard to 
preserve its beauty.  
 
Vox Populi, Vox Dei is a daily column that runs on Page 1 
of The Asahi Shimbun. July 3, 2017  
www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201707030028.html  

Thank-you for the article Pat. 
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Monkey orchid - Dracula simia 
 
Of Interest… 
 
The Vancouver Orchid newsletter - Orchiflora - 
included a write-up about Carla Bischoff, a 
former member of the RBG Orchid Society. 

My wife Carla & I moved from Hamilton, 
Ontario, to "sunny" Surrey some 30 years ago. 
In Hamilton, where we received several prizes 
from the City for the best garden in our district, 
we were members of the Royal Botanical Orchid 
Society. Visiting their early spring show 
introduced us instantly to a hobby we have 
never regretted. It started with some windowsill 
plants, expanded into our newly finished in 
glazed porch and reached even into our garden 
with one native slipper Orchid. In 1987 we 
joined the Vancouver Orchid Society and in time 
we also became members of the Fraser Valley 
Orchid Society. In all this time we expanded our 
Orchid collection. Within a year we had 
completed a lean-to heated greenhouse, which 
became almost full with all the Orchid plants we 
had collected. Shortly after we added a cool-
greenhouse for some of the temperature 
sensitive plants. For our garden we also 
collected hardy Orchids from around the globe. 
With all these plants and especially with the 
effort Carla puts into her Orchid hobby, she was 
able to garner many awards from local clubs 
and especially from the AMERICAN ORCHID 
SOCIETY. Local garden clubs, the City of 
Surrey and several publications presented us 

with pictures to the public at large. Several clubs 
visit us during the spring, summer and fall to 
see our plants and the way we grow them. Just 
last year we had 2 different visitors from 
Australia. After all Carla grows several 
Australian Orchids. One of them she got 
awarded for and gave it the cultivar mane 
“Anastasia”; our grand daughter’s name. 
Because the Orchid plant family is one of the 
largest on this planet, there are plants available 
for everyone. To start, visit the local Orchid 
shows, one in spring and one in fall. Visit 
members’ greenhouses and gardens to see how 
they grow their plants. The local clubs have a 
show table at every meeting; what a way to 
learn all you need to know, directly from the 
grower. 

Wilhelm Bischoff  
 
Monthly Meeting Schedule OSRBG 
 

Date Location 
October 15, 2017 Room 3-4 
November 19, 2017 Room 5 
December 10, 2017 Room 5 

 

Aristolchia Salvador platensis 
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COOS Show, 2017 

A team composed of Frank Washburn, Rob 
Vanderheyden, Jacqui Arrindell and myself 
(Wendy Hearder-Moan), with some judicious 
advice from Pat Vuurman, created a display on 
a new “Oriental” theme for the COOS Show, 
and came away with a 2nd place ribbon (see 
photo). Of course, the display would not have 
been possible without the contributions from a 
number of members who graciously allowed 
their plants to be included. Many of these plants 
also garnered ribbons, as follows: 

 
 
Ben Boers:  Cattleya maxima var. coerulea 
‘Ben Boers’ AM/AOS – 2nd 
 
Greta Culley:  Cymbidium Albanense – 1st 
 
Sherry and Peter Decyk:  Epidendrum 
diffusum - !st and Best Laeliienea (other than 
Cattleya) 
Aerides lawrenciae – 1st 
Dendrochilum magnum – 1st 

Habenaria myriotricha – 2nd 
 
Faye Menzies:  Encyclia vespa – 2nd 
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Lawless Freischütz – 2nd 
Cattleya Hawaiian Wedding Song ‘Virgin’ 
HCC/AOS – 3rd 
 

Pat and Lynda Vuurman:  Bifrenaria Golden 
Jim – 2nd 
 
Frank Washburn:  Oncidium Burgudian – 1st 
 
Rob Vanderheyden:  Phalaenopsis Sogo 
Moimi – 2nd 
Phalaenopsis (Tying Shin Blue Jay x Phal. 
Bacchus) – 3rd Phalaenopsis hybrid – 3rd 

 
Linda Will:  Miltoniopsis Pink Momma 
‘Yosemite Sam’ – 3rd Paphiopedilum Great 
Inuyama – 3rd 
 
Thanks also to Ann Stallman and James 
Johnston for assistance in the take-down and 
packing up at the close of the show. 

 
Next edition… 

In his article about how his wife Carla Boschoff’s 
love for orchids started, Wilhelm Bischoff 
suggested, “To start, visit the local Orchid 
shows. Visit members’ greenhouses and 
gardens to see how they grow their plants.”  

To that end, I am going to solicit input from our 
member’s on how they grow their plants and 
include this information in our next editions. 
Stay tuned in.  

 

 

Black Bat flower Tacca chantrieri, 
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Membership 

2017-2018 memberships are due. Please check 
your membership card if you aren’t sure of 
being paid up. You can renew your membership 
at the next monthly meeting, or by mailing your 
cheque to:  Robert Vanderheyden 

38 Oak Avenue 
Dundas, ON  L9H 4Y9 
e-mail: robvdhd@gmail.com 

Membership Fee: $20.00 
 

**************************** 

Greenhouse Volunteers Needed 

As you may know, the Orchid Society maintains 
the collection of orchids in the RBG 
greenhouse. This is a significant commitment 
which cannot be carried out without the help of 
volunteers. Currently a group of volunteers 
meets on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to noon, 
more or less, and another group meets on 
Sunday mornings from about 10 until 12:30.  
This schedule is dictated by watering 
requirements. Volunteers are currently being 
sought for both these teams. “On the job” 
training is provided if needed. In addition to 
watering, volunteers look after repotting the 
orchids, cleaning any plants that are being 
attacked by pests, removing dead leaves, 
sterilizing pots and other equipment, preparing 
plants for display and many other small but 
important tasks. 

 

Volunteers are not required to attend every 
week, but some commitment to the collection 
should be demonstrated. If you are able to 
devote some time to helping us maintain the 
orchids, please contact Pat Vuurman 
(pvuurman@hotmail.com) regarding the 
Thursday group, or Denise MacLeod 
(pmacleod5@cogeco.ca) if you can volunteer 
on Sundays. 

Flasking Group 

Anyone interested in flasking please give Ben 
Boers, Pat Vuurman or Bob Gibbon a call for 
details. 

 

2016 – 2017 Executive & Contacts 
 

President ............ Nancy Freckleton  905-628-4198  
Past President .......... Drew Goddard 905-635-6342 
Vice-President .............................................. Vacant 
Treasurer ...................... Gavin Clark  905-274-4888 
Secretary ...................................................... Vacant   
Membership . Robert Vanderheyden  289-684-7962 
Newsletter ............... Sandra Micucci  519-512-0250 
Publicity  ..................... Sandra Ianiri  905-383-6714
 ................................................................................ .   
Native Orchids ........Charlotte Moore 905-659-3454 
Show Chair ..................... Ben Boers  905-701-8102 
Sales & Raffle ........ Penelope Petrie  905-383-3558 
Programming  ........ Jacqui Arrindell  905-528-1060 
COC Rep ..................... Chris Varady 905-393-1738 
AOS/Mid-American RepChris Varady 905-393-1738 
Hospitality ..................... Greta Culley 905-648-0144  
Librarian ........ Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 
Flasking  ....................... Bob Gibbon 905-387-1993 
Orchid Collection...... Olga Jokutaitis 905-544-9894 
Orchid Collection......... Pat Vuurman  905-527-4951 
RBG Liaison .................... Ben Boers  905-701-8102 

 

**************************** 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
Dr. James Brasch 

 

 


