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Message from the President 
 

Summer is in full swing!  The last couple weekends 

I've been breaking my back in the red hot days 

building a greenhouse. Normally I would take my 

time with these kinds of builds but since we will be 

hosting this years annual BBQ, I had to get a move 

on so it doesn't look terrible for when everyone 

comes by.  

So please join us at 2pm on Sunday July 17th, 2016. 

Bring a chair and either a salad or dessert. We will 

provide hamburgers, sausages, pop and water, paper 

plates, etc. 

It will be held at Jacquie and I's house. Our address 

is 2037 Coral Crescent, Burlington, ON L7P 3K4. 

Mark it on your calendar and let's hope for good 

weather. 

Here is a sneak peak of the greenhouse. 
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Drew 

Upcoming Events 

July 17, 2016 – OSRBG Annual Picnic: 2:00 pm-4:00 pm 

Drew & Jacquie Goddard’s Home: 2037 Coral Crescent, 

Burlington, ON L7P 3K4 

 

August 7, 2016 – SOOS Summer OrchidFest at the 

Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, 

Toronto, Ontario. AOS judging starts at 10 am. You are 

welcome to sit in or bring plants for judging. There is a 

potluck lunch at noon, and there are talks starting at 1 pm. 

This year, SOOS is hosting Holger Penner of Hengduan 

Mountains Biotechnology in Sichuan, China.  

All Orchidists Welcome. 

 

August 21, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: TBA. 

 

September 18, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 

5.  Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to 

begins at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Warren Steele, 

Brassavola nodosa and its hybrids. 

 

Sept 24 & 25, 2016 –Central Ontario Orchid Society  

Show and Sale, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis 

Road, Cambridge. 

http://hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
http://hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
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Monthly Meeting Schedule OSRBG 

 

Orchid Talk “Tips ‘n Tricks” – 

OSRBG Meeting: April 17, 2016 

By John Marcotte   

www.OrchidsCanada.com 

 
-----Use Black electrical tape to mount plants to 

sticks and tie them to supports.  It lasts for years in 

the sun and it expands if a pseudobulb fattens up 

after tying it with the tape. 

 

-----Bend florist wire (16 gauge), into a hoop shape 

and using pliers to bend the ends over on themselves 

and then tighten on the top rim of a plastic pot.  

Then, use daisy clips or tape to secure plants and 

prevent them from wobbling after being repotted. 

 

-----Bend florist wire (16 guage), into the shape of 

pot clips for use on 3” and smaller clay pots.  Use a 

heavier gauge steel wire from the hardware store 

(sold as a means to hold the framework for a drop 

ceiling), for larger clay pots. 

 

-----Use soft, plastic coated wire for tying plants that 

are delicate.  Buy it at Home Depot. 

 

-----Use the steel wire mentioned above to make 

double pot hangers.  Start with a 6’ piece and form 

the triangular clip at each end.  Then, bend the whole 

thing in half, bringing the two clip ends together.  

Bend the top over to make it able to hook onto 

something and bend the bottom clips to face each 

other, so that they can easily clip onto the rim of a 

pot.  Use sections of your hand to measure each time 

you are bending the wire into the clip part at the 

ends.  That way, you’re not constantly picking up 

and putting down a ruler.  With practice, this is a job 

that you can do “mindlessly” while watching TV.  

After a few evenings of TV, you’ve got a nice stack 

of double wire pot hangers too! 

 

-----Use florist wire and daisy clips to train Phal 

stems.  Always clip a good portion of the wire to the 

main stem in two places at least.  Then bend the wire 

at the same angle as the side branch and use more 

daisy clips to secure the side branch to the wire.  

This helps to prevent side branches collapsing and/or 

snapping off under the weight of the fully opened 

flowers because some of the downward sagging of 

the side branch is being supported by the main stem 

as well. 

 

-----Use 2” net pots and chunks of Styrofoam to 

brace plants in pots.  Net pots inserted (upside 

down), as you pot, will create air spaces too.  This is 

especially useful when potting plants in large pots 

because of the plant size; but, you don’t really want 

such a large volume of potting mix, as it may remain 

too wet for too long. 

 

-----Use a leaf blower to vacuum up and chop moist 

(wetted and excess water then squeezed out), long 

fiber, sphagnum moss and Styrofoam peanuts.  

Chopped Styrofoam peanuts still too coarse?   Just 

vacuum them through the leaf blower a second time! 

 

-----Use a “magnet” plant to attract Whitefly and 

keep the little critters off your other plants.  Best 

choice is Brugmansia.  They LOVE it!  Watch the 

Brugmansia closely.  At the first sign of Whitefly, 

spray just the Brugmansia, not your whole collection.  

Saves time and chemical. 

 

-----Use Horticultural Oil (I use the one made by 

Green Earth), for mites and as a leaf shine.  It is a 

ultra fine grade of Mineral Oil, meant to suffocate 

the little critters; but, not your plants.  Do not use the 

thicker Mineral Oil found in a Pharmacy.  For a lot 

of plants, use a paint sprayer to “fog” the plants.  Use 

at a rate of 15ml per liter (NOT more!). 

Date Location 

July 17, 2016 Annual Picnic 

August 21, 2016 Room 5 

September 18, 2016 Room 5 

October 16, 2016 Room 5 

November 20, 2016 Room 5 

December 18, 2016 Room 5 

January 15, 2017 Room 5 

February 19, 2017 Room 5 

March 19, 2017 Room 5 

April 23, 2017 Room 5 

May 28, 2017 Room 5 

June 25, 2017 Room 5 

http://www.orchidscanada.com/
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-----Dust cuts with Garden Sulphur or Cinnamon.  I 

actually find that Cinnamon does a better job of 

preventing infection and promoting healing of 

wounds on a plant.  Do not use Peroxide on open 

wounds.  It just kills healthy tissue and that 

encourages pathogen infection. 

 

-----Put something black behind buds to make them 

all face the other way.  Buds face away from the 

dark, not towards the light. 

 

-----Propagate sympodial plants by removing ALL 

lead growths at the point in time that new roots are 

just beginning to emerge.  eg. Miltonias, Cattleyas, 

Oncidiums, etc.  These single growth divisions will 

immediately become established because their new 

roots that are just emerging will of course, continue 

to grow.  The mother plant will respond to losing 

ALL the lead growths by initiating new growth in 

dormant eyes, en-masse.  Usually, more new growths 

are initiated (due to the lack of growth suppressing 

hormone, which the lead growths were producing).  

In the absence of the lead growths and therefore, the 

growth suppressing hormone they produced, more 

dormant eyes will break dormancy and begin 

growing.  The result is that the mother plant is no 

further behind a year later….AND, you have a bunch 

of little healthy bits of a special plant to sell and use 

in trades. 

 

------Deflask  and pot up seedlings with the agar 

intact and grow them on in this way for a few 

months.  This reduces the stress put on the seedlings 

because no roots get damaged in the washing 

process.  Plus, the agar continues to protect the 

delicate root hairs and it provides the seedlings with 

nutrients.  Repot into individual pots a few months 

later.  By then, the seedlings will have hardened off, 

grown a lot and the agar will have dissolved away. 

 

------In a pinch, use weed stems as stakes.  Harvest 

mature Goldenrod, tall grasses, etc.  Strip off the 

leaves and cut to length.  Then, allow them to dry 

and harden.  They make a great alternative to 

bamboo stakes. 

 

-----Methyl Hydrate (Methanol) = CO2 + H2O.  It 

can be used as an emergency heat source in a well 

ventilated area.  The result of combustion of this fuel 

is Carbon Dioxide and water….nothing toxic.  Of 

course, ensure that the air space being heated is 

refreshed enough so as to contain a normal amount 

of Oxygen.  Remember, low Oxygen can lead to the 

development of Carbon Monoxide, which is 

dangerous.  In a greenhouse, which is by nature, a 

large airspace and usually quite leaky enough so as 

to provide ample oxygen, the use of Methyl Hydrate 

can prevent severe losses during a power cut.  Use 

deep tinfoil pans with tinfoil cookie trays on top, to 

control the size of the flame.  In a power outage 

emergency, you don’t want to cook your plants, you 

just want to prevent freezing. 

 

-----Use ASA for Erwinia.  Use one 325 mg tablet 

(uncoated), dissolved in 1 liter of water.  Remove 

ALL infected tissue and wash liberally with clear 

water.  Then, spray the entire plant, top and bottom, 

not just the wounded area, with the Aspirin solution.  

Then, dust the wound with cinnamon to help dry it 

and discourage re-infection.  The ASA does not kill 

pathogens, it helps boost the plant’s own response to 

infection and enables it to do a better job of fighting 

off disease. 

 

-----Use Epsom salts in the summer, when light 

levels are high.  Use an equal volume of Epsom salts 

to the volume of your normal NPK fertilizer.  So, if 

you use 1 teaspoon of 20-20-20; you also use 1 

teaspoon of Epsom salts.  You do this because 

chlorophyll is destroyed by sunlight.  During the 

summer, the sunlight is the most intense and has the 

greatest ability to destroy chlorophyll.  However, 

since the plant is losing it’s chlorophyll, it must 

make more.  The central atom in the chlorophyll 

molecule is Magnesium.  Epsom salts is Magnesium 

Sulphate.  In the winter, when light levels are low, 

extra Magnesium is not needed; but, from about mid 

March through September, the plants benefit a lot 

from a little extra Magnesium. 

 

-----Use Cedar Shakes as mounts.  Purchase them 

from a building store like Home Depot.  They’re 

very thin; but, they last for years and years and years.  

Use a staple gun, or soft wire, or electrical tape to 

attach the plant and use florist wire to fashion a hook 

at the top.  If you think you should have some moss 

on the mount, put the moss on first, then attach the 

plant on top, not under the moss.  The plant will 

decide where it wants to put new roots.  So many 
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plants die because their roots are too wet and 

unhappy UNDER a layer of moss on a mount. 

 

-----Use a hole saw attachment on your hand held 

power drill, to make really handy carrying trays out 

of heavy gauge cardboard trays (eg; Strawberry 

trays), available at places like Costco. 

 

-----Use clear drinking cups for pots.  Available at 

Costco.  They come in 7 oz (equivalent to a 3” pot) 

and 14 oz (equivalent to a 4 ½” pot) and they are 

crystal clear.  Use a pair of scissors to cut a couple of 

slivers out of the bottom edge of each cup.  They last 

for a couple years in the sunlight.  

 

-----Use TSP (Tri Sodium Phosphate; available in the 

paint section of hardware stores) to soak-sterilize 

tools.  Make a saturated solution by pouring more 

crystals into a container of water than will dissolve.  

Once the crystals stop dissolving, you know the most 

TSP is in solution as can be.  That is a “saturated 

solution”…when no more will dissolve into it.  This 

mixture is highly alkaline and that’s what kills 

bacteria, fungus and viruses.  Keep tools soaking 

24/7 and rinse well before using them on a plant.  

The TSP would burn tissue in the wound where you 

just made a cut.  Keep multiples of your favorite 

tools in the solution so that you can rotate through 

them as you work on multiple plants.  This gives 

each tool more time to soak and sterilize before it is 

used again on another plant. 

 

-----Make an I.C.U. (Intensive Care Unit), for 

rootless plant revival.  Use two “tall” (about 6” 

high), clear plastic tray covers (as opposed to the 

more common, shorter ones that are only about 2 

1/2” high).  If you don’t buy these by the case from a 

horticultural supply company, these may have to be 

special ordered from a garden centre.  Although, 

perhaps they can be found in hydroponic stores.  

Place one upside down and place the other on top, 

right side up.  Tape them together along one edge, to 

form a hinge.  Now you’ve got a very simple little 

greenhouse.  Open the sliding pieces over the 

ventilation holes of both the top and the bottom, or 

remove them altogether.  Fill the bottom piece with 

Styrofoam peanuts, topped with about 1” thick layer 

of soft, fluffy, just barely moist, New Zealand 

Sphagnum Moss.  Now, plant rootless divisions in 

the moss.  Stick them in far enough that the bottom 

of the plant is actually in the peanuts, just below the 

layer of moss.  Keep an eye on the moss and when it 

shows signs of drying, only add enough water via a 

coarse spray, to remoisten the surface slightly.  You 

don’t want sopping wet moss.  That’s too wet and the 

weight of the water will make the moss collapse and 

compress.  You want the moss to be just barely 

moist.  With the lid closed, the humidity will be very 

high, if not 100%.  This I.C.U. chamber works great 

at reviving Phrags and Paphs; but, many other genera 

(Phals, Catts, Oncidiums, etc.), are also successful in 

developing new roots and reviving.  Just be patient.  

Most plants will stay in the I.C.U. for many months 

(from about 2 to 6), before they’re strong enough to 

make it in a regular growing environment.  I’ve 

saved MANY valuable plants this way.   

 

 

UK first as a rare orchid suddenly 

appears growing on an Islington 

Council rooftop 
 

Courtesy of: The Ecologist 

 

 
A rare orchid has made an unexpected but very welcome 

appearance on the Green Roof of an Islington Council building in 

central London 

 

A rare orchid has made botanical history by taking 

root on the green roof of an Islington Council 

building - a UK first and the closest the species has 

ever been seen to central London. 

  

“It's only a little thing this beautiful orchid but its so 

exciting that it has shown up here” 
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The purple flowers of the tiny green-winged orchid 

were first spotted by council staff maintaining the 

green roof of the Household Reuse and Recycling 

Centre in Holloway. Distinguished by the green 

veins on the outer parts of the flower - the ‘wings' 

that protect the petals - the rare, lone orchid requires 

highly specific conditions to germinate, and could be 

the first of many to appear on the site. 

 

News of the find sent a buzz through the worlds of 

amateur and professional botanists and 

environmentalists as the orchid survives in only one 

or two other places in outer London - and nowhere in 

inner London. 

 

Cllr Claudia Webbe, Islington Council's executive 

member for environment and transport, said: "This is 

a very exciting find and its importance should not be 

underestimated. It just shows that even in inner city, 

urban areas you can create the kind of conditions that 

encourage and nurture the rarest wildlife there is.I 

look forward to seeing what else will show up on the 

green roofs of our buildings in future!" 

 

The orchid has been verified by Mike Waller, orchid 

specialist and London Wildlife Trust conservation 

ecologist, who said he was "amazed" when he heard 

of the discovery. It is thought the tiny dust-like 

seeds of the flower, which has seen its native hay 

meadow habitat decimated over the last 100 years, 

were blown by the wind onto the green roof, which 

was installed 12 years ago. They can take several 

years to flower after germinating. 

 

Mr Waller, who has spent 15 years studying orchids, 

added: "There are only really one or two sites in 

London where it still flowers today. One of the most 

famous sites is Morden Cemetery, but it has not 

flowered there for about 10 years now. This is a great 

example of the quality and good management of this 

green roof." 

 

Cllr Webbe made a special visit to see the rare 

specimen with Mr Waller and Dusty Gedge, 

president of the European Federation of Green Roof 

Associations and leading authority on green roofs.  
Mr Gedge said: "It's only a little thing but it's quite 

an exciting story. What's really fascinating for me is 

that you do something 12 years ago through the 

planning process - which has benefits for the wider 

area like holding storm water, cooling the building, 

improving air quality and visual appearance - and 

suddenly something as special as this turns up. And 

who knows? In the future there might be 200 of these 

here. This would not have happened without good 

planning." 

 

Islington Council encourages green roofs on new 

developments and has approved almost 54,000sq m 

of them since 2006. 

 

Green-winged orchid facts: 

• The green-winged orchid was first recorded in 

London by Charles Darwin  

 

• Its seeds are miniscule and can easily get blown 

into the upper atmosphere and be transported for 

many miles  

 

• The green-winged orchid has seen a huge decline in 

number, primarily because 99% of its favoured hay 

meadow habitat has been lost in this country in the 

last 100 years - the majority in the last 50 years due 

to agricultural intensification.  

 

• The orchid requires exacting conditions to 

germinate. Every orchid requires a particular fungus 

to be present in the soil in order to start life - adding 

it later will not work.  

 

• In this case, mycorrhizal fungus was already in the 

green roof's soil when the seed landed, triggering the 

germination process.  

 

• It can take five years or more between germinating 

and putting up a flowering spike. 

  

• The orchid's Latin name is Anacamptis morio. 

 
Courtesy of The Ecologist 

http://www.theecologist.org 

 

Classifieds 

For Sale:  

Shade Cloth: 60% Shade, Black Knit, 32 x 12 feet, 

Seamed with grommets every 4 feet, Used one summer, 

$250. 

Contact Peter Decyk 

Email: psdecyk@vaxxine.com 

http://www.theecologist.org/
mailto:psdecyk@vaxxine.com
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Membership 

Memberships were due June 1, 2016. 

You can renew you membership at the next monthly 

meeting, or by mailing your cheque to: 

  Yvette Mondésir 

  3010 Silverthorn Drive 

  Oakville, ON  L6L 5N6 

  e-mail: ydesir521@gmail.com 
 

Membership Fee: $20.00 

Receive a $5.00 discount if you would like to receive the 

Orchidata newsletter via e-mail. 

 
**************************** 

Greenhouse Volunteers Needed 
 

As you may know, the Orchid Society maintains the 

collection of orchids in the RBG greenhouse. This is a 

significant commitment which cannot be carried out 

without the help of volunteers. 

Currently a group of volunteers meets on Thursday 

mornings from 9:30 to noon, more or less, and another 

group meets on Sunday mornings from about 10 until 

12:30.  This schedule is dictated by watering 

requirements. Volunteers are currently being sought for 

both these teams. “On the job” training is provided if 

needed. 

In addition to watering, volunteers look after repotting the 

orchids, cleaning any plants that are being attacked by 

pests, removing dead leaves, sterilizing pots and other 

equipment, preparing plants for display and many other 

small but important tasks. 

Volunteers are not required to attend every week, but 

some commitment to the collection should be 

demonstrated. If you are able to devote some time to 

helping us maintain the orchids, please contact Pat 

Vuurman (pvuurman@hotmail.com) regarding the 

Thursday group, or Denise MacLeod 

(pmacleod5@cogeco.ca) if you can volunteer on 

Sundays. 
 

**************************** 

Flasking Group 

Anyone interested in flasking please give Ben Boers, Pat 

Vuurman or Bob Gibbon a call for details  

 
**************************** 

2016 – 2017 Executive & Contacts 
 

President ................................... Drew Goddard  905-635-6342 

Past President ................ Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Vice-President ...................... Nancy Freckleton  905-628-4198 

Treasurer ........................................Gavin Clark  905-274-4888 

Secretary ......................................... Eva Schorer 519-820-2200 

Membership ........................... Yvette Mondésir  905-825-1472 

Newsletter ............................. Jacquie Goddard  905-635-6342 

Publicity ................................ Nancy Freckleton  905-628-4198 

Native Orchids ........................ Charlotte Moore 905-659-3454 

Show Chair ........................................Ben Boers  905-701-8102 

Sales & Raffle .......................... Penelope Petrie  905-383-3558 

Programming  ......................... Jacqui Arrindell  905-528-1060 

COC Rep.......................................Chris Varady 905-393-1738 

AOS/Mid-American Rep ..............Chris Varady 905-393-1738 

Hospitality ..................................... Greta Culley 905-648-0144  

Librarian ....................... Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Flasking  ......................................... Bob Gibbon 905-387-1993 

Orchid Collection....................... Olga Jokutaitis 905-544-9894 

Orchid Collection......................... Pat Vuurman  905-527-4951 

RBG Liaison ......................................Ben Boers  905-701-8102 
 

**************************** 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
Dr. James Brasch 

**************************** 

Membership and Address Changes 

Yvette Mondésir 

  3010 Silverthorn Drive 

  Oakville, ON  L6L 5N6 

  e-mail: ydesir521@gmail.com 
 

**************************** 

Orchidata 

Deadline for the July / August Newsletter is 

July 15, 2016 

Please note that Orchidata news and orchid society 

newsletters should be sent to: 

 

Jacquie Goddard 

2037 Coral Crescent 

Burlington, ON  L7P 3K4 

e-mail:  krackerjac@hotmail.com 

 
**************************** 
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mailto:pmacleod5@cogeco.ca
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