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Message from the President 

The New Year brings new challenges, new opportunities 

but most of all it brings new orchid blooms. As of writing 

this, we are preparing to participate in the SOOS show. 

The first show of the season is always very exciting with 

a chance to walk among hundreds of blooming orchids 

once again. We all hope that our best flower will bloom in 

time to be entered in the show. My “best” flowers always 

seem to know when shows are going to be held and 

decide to bloom the day after the show starts.  

Our show of course is just around the corner, February  

25th & 26th. As usual we are looking for volunteers for a 

variety of positions. Some of these are as simple as 

making sure no one knocks over any plants! For those of 

you coming to the February monthly meeting, the sign-up 

forms will be available. Those who cannot make the 

meeting but are still willing to volunteer please contact 

any of the executive (contact info on the last page of the 

newsletter). 

The dinner for all volunteers will again be at East Plains 

United Church, 375 Plains Road East, Burlington right 

after the award ceremony which is at 5 pm on Saturday 

the 25th. 

Wishing you all the best for 2017 and may all your 

orchids bloom well! 

Drew

 
Photo By: Drew Goddard 

  

 

 

 

February 2017 

Upcoming Events 

 

February 19, 2017 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 

5.  Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm &Meeting to 

begins at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Ben Boers, Show 

Preparation. 

 

February 25 & 26, 2017 – OSRBG Annual Show.   

Setup for show is on Friday, February 24, 2016. 

 
March 19, 2017 – OSRBG General Meeting, The 

Annex.  Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm &Meeting to 

begins at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Repotting Session 

 

March 18 & 19, 2017 – London Orchid Society 38th 

Annual Show, Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary 

School, 1065 Sunningdale Road East, London, Ontario 

 

March 25& 26, 2017 – Les Orchidophiles de Montreal 

Orchidexpo 2017,  CÉGEP de Maisonneuve,  

2700 Bourbonniere Street, Montreal, Quebec 

 

April 22 & 23, 2017 –  Ottawa Orchid Society Annual 

Show and Sale, RA centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, 

Ottawa, Ontario 

 

April 23, 2017 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm &Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Spence Hauck, Orchid Pests. 

 

April 29 & 30, 2017 – Toronto Artistic Orchid Society 

Annual Show, Centre for Information and Community 

Service (CICS), 2330 Midland Road, Scarborough, 

Ontario 
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Our Annual Show 

Mark it on your calendar: 

Our show is on February 25& 26, 2017! 

 

Monthly Meeting Schedule OSRBG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many causes of 'bud blast' 

By Sue Morris and LaVonne Swart, Master Gardeners 

 

Last week we talked about orchids, different kinds, 

watering needs, etc. This week we would like to 

cover the topic of "bud blast." That is when you 

watch as long-awaited orchid buds brown, die and 

drop instead of becoming beautiful flowers. Bud 

blast is when buds wither and fall from an otherwise 

healthy plant. There are any number of causes for 

this to happen. Buds are the most sensitive part of an 

orchid and are easily affected by unsuitable 

conditions in the growing environment. 

Under or overwatering is a common cause. If a plant 

becomes too dry, it may withdraw moisture from 

buds as a survival mechanism. Overwatering can 

damage the orchid's root system with the end result 

Date Location 

February 19, 2017 Room 5 

March 19, 2017 Room 5 

April 23, 2017 Room 5 

May 28, 2017 Room 5 

June 25, 2017 Room 5 

July 2017 Annual Picnic 

August 20, 2017 Room 5 

September 17, 2017 Room 5 

October 15, 2017 Room 5 

November 19, 2017 Room 5 

December 10, 2017 Room 5 

http://osrbg.ca/wp/?attachment_id=665
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of being a lack of water to the plant. When the plant 

is unable to absorb sufficient quantities of water, it 

will withdraw water from the buds, bringing about 

their demise. Watering with cold water can shock a 

plant, causing bud drop. (Thus we wonder why some 

producers recommend watering with ice cubes?) 

Precautions can be taken to prevent bud blast. If a 

budding orchid receives drafts from a window, a/c or 

heating vent or even a rush of air from a hot oven, it 

may drop buds. Temperature fluctuations that occur 

when taking a plant in from the car or outside during 

hot or cold weather, bringing plants back into a 

heated house after a summer outdoors, or 

temperature extremes caused by running heating or 

air conditioning for only part of a day can affect the 

buds. 

Orchid buds can be affected by fumes from paint, 

natural gas leaks or other chemicals. Ethylene gas 

given off by ripening fruit, engine exhaust, cigarette 

smoke, open fires, etc. can also cause bud blast. Too 

much fertilizer isn't good either. 

Once you find a window your orchid likes, you know 

you have found the spot where it receives the correct 

amount of light. (Just like when you grow African 

violets). Sue keeps her orchids in a west bay 

window. In the summer there is a large grove of trees 

west of the house so it receives filtered light. In the 

winter once night time temperatures can get to zero 

or below, she removes the orchids from the bay 

window and keeps them on a large table next to the 

window so they won't receive any cold drafts. They 

are also further away from the sunlight that is no 

longer filtered by the trees. 

Aphids and thrips can cause bud blast. Sue hasn't had 

any problems with insects on her orchids so has no 

experience with that. Thrips can be controlled with 

Diazinon or Malathion. Aphids can be removed with 

a cotton swab soaked in rubbing alcohol. Her 

suggestion would be to check with a nursery for 

ideas in controlling insects if they occur. 

Occasionally, even under perfect cultural conditions, 

an orchid will continually abort buds. There may be 

a genetic mutation responsible for its inability to 

produce viable blooms and in that case the plant 

should be discarded. 

Now we give you all this information, after telling 

you last week how easy orchids are to grow and care 

for. They really are. We haven't had many problems 

at all with our orchids. Just make sure your orchids 

never sit in water so the roots rot and don't expose 

them to drafts — that will take care of 90 percent of 

any problems you might have. 

Some of this information was taken from the July 

2003 issue of Orchids — The Bulletin of the 

American Orchid Society; www.aos.org 

Courtesy of Tribune News 

http://www.wctrib.com 

 

Monthly Checklist for January and 

February 
 By Ned Nash and James Rose 

Cattleya 

Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as 

will potting. Be on the lookout for senescing sheaths 

on your winter-into-spring bloomers. Careful 

removal of the dying sheaths will still allow buds to 

develop without the danger of condensation-induced 

rot. Low light will lead to weak spikes, so, and as 

noted above, staking is critical. If you have a chance 

to get out to nurseries, there may still be a chance to 

acquire good plants in sheath for spring bloom. 

Getting them now not only ensures that you'll have 

them, but allows them to acclimate to your 

conditions and bloom at their best. 

 

 

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.wctrib.com/
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Cattleya trianae 'Mary Fennel' HCC/AOS is a good example of this 

winter-blooming species. 

Cymbidium 

We are well into the flowering season now. Outdoor 

growers should be cautious of freezing temperatures. 

Damage starts to occur below 30 F. Be diligent about 

tying the inflorescences for best arrangement of the 

flowers. Also watch closely for slugs and snails. If 

weather is quite wet, protect the plants from the rain 

and this will help to reduce the risk of botrytis 

spotting. 

Lycaste 

The most glorious of all orchids, Lycaste, will be 

moving toward their flowering season. Make sure the 

palm-like leaves do not interfere with the emerging 

inflorescences. Tying them loosely together often is 

helpful. Some growers cut the leaves off at the 

pseudobulb, but this removes part of the 

attractiveness of this elegant orchid. Resist picking 

up the plant to inspect those beautiful buds and then 

setting it down in all different directions as the 

flower buds will be forced to re-orient themselves to 

the light source each time and will not open as nicely 

as they should. Keep plants a little drier during the 

shorter days. 

Odontoglossums 

Odontoglossums and their intergeneric hybrids offer 

a great splash of color now. Though once thought of 

as being difficult to grow and requiring cool 

temperatures due to the emphasis on odontoglossum 

breeding, the new intergeneric hybrids made using 

Oncidium and Brassia, for example, are just the 

opposite. These plants are quite content in more 

intermediate conditions. New growths generally 

emerge in the spring, later forming beautiful plump 

pseudobulbs. Look for the flower spikes to emerge 

from the inner sheath of the pseudobulb. If your 

plant's pseudobulbs are shriveled, then the plants 

have been kept too dry or too wet. Inspect the roots 

to determine which condition prevailed. If the lead 

pseudobulb is large, plump and green (and back 

bulbs are shriveled) but no flower spike is evident, 

the plants may have been kept too dry. 

Paphiopedilum 

The standard Paphiopedilum insigne-derived 

hybrids, which are called "bull dogs" and "toads," are 

at their peak. Unlike most other orchids, they can 

even be potted while in bud. There really is no wrong 

time to pot a paphiopedilum, and no other orchid 

responds so favorably to fresh mix and a cleanup. 

Keep an eye on watering until roots begin to grow. 

Phalaenopsis 

Now is the peak of spike development, with the first 

plants in full flower. Staking and plant preparation is 

a must for those all-important spring shows. Correct 

staking now will give a better display and also make 

it much easier to transport to your society meetings 

and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid 

mechanical damage to the flowers, as well as rot-

related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to 

avoid botrytis inoculation. Do not repot this month. 

Now you'll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at orchid 

shows and sales. 
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In the fall Phalaenopsis should start initiating flower spikes. 

Infloresences should be well developed by mid-January. 

Zygopetalum 

For the most part, the flowering season will have 

ended for this group, providing the grower a chance 

to do some repotting. The plants will then have a 

chance to become well established before the hotter 

months of summer arrive. Most growers use bark 

mixes, but some exceptional results have been seen 

lately using rock-wool blends. You may want to try 

this mix, but do not change your whole collection 

over to this new media until you are sure it is right 

for you. First, experiment with a few plants to see 

how they respond. 

Courtesy of The American Orchid Society 

http://www.aos.org 

 

Have you ever wondered what makes 

an orchid an orchid? 
By Jeneen Wiche 

Have you ever wondered what makes an orchid an 

orchid? Well, it is all about flower parts. In fact, 

most plants are categorized in the plant kingdom by 

their flowers. For orchids, it is a fact that they have 

three sepals and three petals. Many flowers have 

green sepals that protect the flower inside which 

cradles the bloom as it opens.  You will understand 

this nuance if you have ever observed the slow 

transformation of an opening bloom. 

For orchids these sepals don’t stay green in color, 

rather they take on pastel shades of pink, yellow, 

lavender or white, blending in perfectly and 

masquerading as petals.   

Of the true petals, the lower one is frequently 

modified; consequently, it is referred to as a lip. This 

lip is larger and sometimes speckled or stripped in 

order to attract the necessary insect for pollination. 

Its size allows for the insect to alight on the lip 

before it is coaxed inside by scent; once inside, the 

insect aids in pollination. 

An orchid, by definition, is the common name for 

any plant in the orchidaceae family.  The orchidaceae 

family is the largest in the world with an estimated 

600 to 800 genera and 17,000 to 30,000 different 

species, plus countless man-made hybrids.  Orchids 

are found all over the word except in desert 

regions.  Phalaenopsis, Cattleya, Dendrobium, 

Oncidium and Cymbidium are popular orchid 

genera.  They have similarities in flower form but are 

quite distinguishable:  some are vines, some 

herbaceous but shrub-like, and some grass-like.  The 

largest are found in tropical areas with vines as long 

as 50 feet and flowers a foot across; others have 

teeny-tiny blooms. They also have a range of cultural 

requirements. If nothing else, the family is diverse. 

There are four primary considerations for orchids: 

light, water, air, and temperature. I am convinced 

that I have been getting blooms on my phalaenopsis 

because I have modified the temperature component. 

I religiously leave the orchids outside in the fall so 

they can experience the shorter days and chillier 

nights that trigger their bud set.  I also watch the 

watering.   

Some orchids are terrestrial, content to have roots in 

soil, while others are considered epiphytes because 

the roots collect everything they need from the air. In 

the wild, epiphytes typically grow on trees where 
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they catch water trickling down the trunk; where 

weather patterns and day and night temperatures 

trigger bud set and bloom; and where gentle breezes 

keep the air fresh. Find out what the native 

environment of your chosen orchid is so you can 

recreate certain parts of the cultural puzzle to ensure 

good growth and bud set.   

For example, the phalaenopsis tolerates moderate 

light levels and as a result is the easiest and most 

popular for the home.  They like warm temperatures 

between 75 and 60 during the day and night, 

respectively.  In the fall of the year, night 

temperatures in the 50 facilitate bud set so leave it 

outside until it has some chilling time.  Once back 

inside for the winter water sparingly, allowing them 

to dry out between watering (“water weakly, weekly” 

is the orchid growers adage), use a dilute solution of 

fertilizer every other week and provide good air 

circulation.   

Cymbidiums, on the other hand, are considered cool 

growing orchids and prefer night temperatures that 

dip into the 40s. They like high light and are heavy 

feeders so they would not like the same environment 

as the phalaenopsis. As I mentioned above, orchid 

genera have different cultural requirements so check 

on the specifics when you purchase them. Failure, 

perhaps, is more a result of putting all orchids in one 

cultural category. 

Courtesy of The Owenton News-Herald 

http://www.owentonnewsherald.com 

 

Flowers & Their Colours: Orchids 
By Interflora  

The stunning Orchid is an abundant species of 

flowering plant and is arguably one of the most 

common flowers in existence. With over 25,000 

species – that encompass 880 genera – these long-

lasting flowers are a spectacular flowering plant with 

a multitude of colours in its range. The history 

surrounding the Orchid is as vast as the species 

range, with Charles Darwin even studying the cross-

pollination that is used by this amazing plant; this, in 

turn, prompted a novel he wrote on the subject.   

The orchid flower is easily discernable from other 

plant species in the wild by its very distinguishable 

and unique flower, which comes in many colours and 

sizes. In their natural state, orchids will achieve their 

growth while anchored to trees and shrubs. When 

cultivating these beautiful blooms in a garden bed, 

rocks and a rocky soil will gain you the best results. 

These Perennial herbs grow in two differing ways – 

the elegant monopodial orchids have a single bud, 

whereas the attractive sympodial orchids have 

multiple shoots that contain blooms on each shoot.   

Orchids make magical arrangements and bouquets. 

While as a species of flower orchids hold a meaning 

of their own, each colour variation carries a slightly 

different meaning with it, making them ideal gifts 

and a beautiful surprise for your loved ones. These 

exotic and stunning flowers can convey a silent 

message, symbolising a special moment between you 

and your recipient – whether strength, beauty or love. 

The Ancient Greeks held the orchids in an extremely 

high regard and had specific meaning for the size and 

shape of these stunning flowers. The large orchid 

tubers were believed to ensure the birth of a boy, 

while the smaller represented the birth of a girl.   

Orchids are available in every colour of the rainbow, 

excluding true blue. There is, however, a blue toned 

orchid – they are extremely rare, so they represent 

rarity, as well as spirituality and meditation. 

Pink: The pink Orchid has the honour of representing 

innocence, femininity, grace, joy and happiness. It 

also represents the celebration of the 14th and 28th 

wedding anniversary. 

Purple: Purple flowers often represent royalty, 

respect, admiration and dignity and the same is true 

for purple orchids. These stunning blooms are ideal 

to show someone that you admire them and have 

respect for them. 

http://www.owentonnewsherald.com/
https://www.interflora.com.au/blog/post/flowers-colours-orchids


Orchidata  

February 2017 

  Page 7 

 

Red: Red roses have come to universally represent 

passion and desire, and the meaning of this colour is 

no different when it comes to orchid symbolism. 

Perfect for Valentine’s Day to give to someone who 

makes you hot under the collar! Red orchids are also 

symbolic of courage and strength. 

White: White orchids signify innocence, elegance 

and beauty – ideal for a christening or the birth of a 

baby. White also signifies reverence and humility. 

Yellow: The sunny, bright colour of yellow orchids 

is synonymous with joy and new beginnings. This 

orchid colour is also the traditional symbol for 

friendship. Perfect for giving to a friend who has just 

succeeded with a joyous achievement. 

Orange: The orange orchid represents pride, 

enthusiasm and boldness. Perfect for giving to 

someone who is just about to do something nerve-

racking. 

Green: Represents health, nature, life and longevity. 

This gorgeous coloured orchid is also thought to 

represent good fortune and happy blessings. 

Courtesy of Interflora 

https://www.interflora.com 

 

All About Orchids – Orchid Question 

and Answer: Epsom Salts 

Question 

I have recently learned that Epsom salts work well 

for getting phalaenopsis to bloom. My questions are: 

Does this work for all orchids? If not, which ones 

should get it, which ones definitely should not get it? 

How often do I apply Epsom salts? I've read 

everything from monthly to twice a year. How much 

do I apply? What does the Epsom salts do? Is 

magnesium not sufficiently present in fertilizer? So 

why is the boost from salts particularly important? 

— Tania Self 

 

Answer 

You will not read much on this topic in regard to 

orchids for there has been little research done. As so 

often is the case, the myths and misinformation get 

spread widely, often by people selling something. 

However, this much is true: Magnesium is an 

essential element in orchid nutrition. In Europe, 

fertilizer formulas are often expressed as N-P-K-Mg, 

indicating that it is considered as a macroelement 

rather than a micronutrient. It can be made available 

to orchids in many forms. Potting mixes will often 

contain dolomitic lime for a slow-release source. 

Growers either top-dress with magnesium sulphate in 

the spring or they apply it dissolved in water in the 

autumn as a stand-alone application at 1tbs per 

gallon. Sophisticated growers will usually add 

magnesium in a chelated form to their liquid-

fertilizer solutions. Plant need can be gauged by 

tissue analysis but this is probably more complex 

than most hobby growers can be bothered with. 

Magnesium is critical to the flower-initiation process 

in orchids. Instances of disappointing flower 

production in Cymbidium, for example, have been 

linked to low levels of magnesium in plant tissue. 

The recent work with Phalaenopsis you have read 

supports previous studies on Cymbidium and it is 

reasonable to presume that magnesium is a 

macroelement for most orchid genera. — Andy 

Easton  

Courtesy of The American Orchid Society 

http://www.aos.org 

 

 
 

https://www.interflora.com/
http://www.aos.org/
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Membership 

Memberships were due June 1, 2016. 

The membership file is being updated. Members who the 

electronic membership list indicates are not paid up 

members and who have not responded to an email or 

phone call asking for help updating the listings will be 

removed from the Active Membership list and will cease 

to receive Orchid Society emails 

You can renew you membership at the next monthly 

meeting, or by mailing your cheque to: 

Robert Vanderheyden 

38 Oak Avenue 

Dundas, ON  L9H 4Y9 

e-mail: robvdhd@gmail.com 

Membership Fee: $20.00 

Receive a $5.00 discount if you would like to receive the 

Orchidata newsletter via e-mail. 

**************************** 

Greenhouse Volunteers Needed 

As you may know, the Orchid Society maintains the 

collection of orchids in the RBG greenhouse. This is a 

significant commitment which cannot be carried out 

without the help of volunteers. 

Currently a group of volunteers meets on Thursday 

mornings from 9:30 to noon, more or less, and another 

group meets on Sunday mornings from about 10 until 

12:30.  This schedule is dictated by watering 

requirements. Volunteers are currently being sought for 

both these teams. “On the job” training is provided if 

needed. 

In addition to watering, volunteers look after repotting the 

orchids, cleaning any plants that are being attacked by 

pests, removing dead leaves, sterilizing pots and other 

equipment, preparing plants for display and many other 

small but important tasks. 

Volunteers are not required to attend every week, but 

some commitment to the collection should be 

demonstrated. If you are able to devote some time to 

helping us maintain the orchids, please contact Pat 

Vuurman (pvuurman@hotmail.com) regarding the 

Thursday group, or Denise MacLeod 

(pmacleod5@cogeco.ca) if you can volunteer on 

Sundays. 

**************************** 

Flasking Group 

Anyone interested in flasking please give Ben Boers, Pat 

Vuurman or Bob Gibbon a call for details  

**************************** 

2016 – 2017 Executive & Contacts 
 

President ................................... Drew Goddard  905-635-6342 

Past President ................ Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Vice-President ...................... Nancy Freckleton  905-628-4198 

Treasurer ........................................Gavin Clark  905-274-4888 

Secretary ......................................................................... Vacant   

Membership .................. Robert Vanderheyden  289-684-7962 

Newsletter ............................. Jacquie Goddard  905-635-6342 

Publicity ................................ Nancy Freckleton  905-628-4198 

Native Orchids ........................ Charlotte Moore 905-659-3454 

Show Chair ........................................Ben Boers  905-701-8102 

Sales & Raffle .......................... Penelope Petrie  905-383-3558 

Programming  ......................... Jacqui Arrindell  905-528-1060 

COC Rep.......................................Chris Varady 905-393-1738 

AOS/Mid-American Rep ..............Chris Varady 905-393-1738 

Hospitality ..................................... Greta Culley 905-648-0144  

Librarian ....................... Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Flasking  ......................................... Bob Gibbon 905-387-1993 

Orchid Collection....................... Olga Jokutaitis 905-544-9894 

Orchid Collection......................... Pat Vuurman  905-527-4951 

RBG Liaison ......................................Ben Boers  905-701-8102 
 

**************************** 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
Dr. James Brasch 

**************************** 

Membership and Address Changes 

Robert Vanderheyden 

38 Oak Avenue 

Dundas, ON  L9H 4Y9 

e-mail: robvdhd@gmail.com 

 
**************************** 

Orchidata 

Deadline for the next Newsletter is: 

 March 10, 2017 

Please note that Orchidata news and orchid society 

newsletters should be sent to: 

 

Jacquie Goddard 

2037 Coral Crescent 

Burlington, ON  L7P 3K4 

e-mail:  krackerjac@hotmail.com 

 
**************************** 
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