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Message from the President 

Spring is here or at least it should be and with spring 

comes a slew of orchids related chores. My least 

favorite being re-potting, I have hundreds of plants to 

do this year and somehow I've got to convince 

Jacquie to help or it will be winter before I'm done. 

There are however chores I do enjoy, like bringing 

the plants outdoors to fill the shadehouse we built 

last year. I am very pleased at how well the 

shadehouse stood up to the winter, particularly as 

most things I build don't last more than a season or 

fail before I use them.  

I have had a great joy recently unflasking some of 

my first seedlings. I started flasking about two years 

ago and have learnt so much in that time. I've learnt 

some basic things like getting bleach in your eyes 

hurts and should be avoided, significant others don't 

like it when you get bleach on the hardwood and that 

pressure cookers need water in them to work. 

Another good thing about spring coming is that 

orchid show season is over and we survived it! We 

did struggle for volunteers but those who did 

volunteer really showed some great skill at creating 

displays and won several ribbons for their efforts. I'm 

very proud that after a passionate plea for volunteers 

at last month meets a couple new members step up 

offered up help to/as the executive.  

Drew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2016 

Upcoming Events 

May15, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Tom Sampliner, Orchids, 

other wildflowers and rugged scenery of Western China. 

 

June 3 &4, 2016 – Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival  

Celebrate the diversity and beauty of wild blooming 

native orchids and wildflowers in their unique natural 

habitat on the Bruce Peninsula. Tobermory, Ontario at 

Parks Canada Visitor Centre.  The events schedule and 

registration online at: www.orchidfest.ca 

 

June 12, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: General meeting, Member 

Plant Sales and Strawberry Social.  Bring a Strawberry 

dish or dessert to share ☺ 

 

July 2016 – OSRBG Presidents Picnic  

Date and details to be announced 

 

August 7, 2016 – SOOS Summer OrchidFest at the 

Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, 

Toronto, Ontario. AOS judging starts at 10 am. You are 

welcome to sit in or bring plants for judging. There is a 

potluck lunch at noon, and there are talks starting at 1 pm. 

This year, SOOS is hosting Holger Penner of Hengduan 

Mountains Biotechnology in Sichuan, China.  

All Orchidists Welcome. 

 

August 21, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: TBA. 

 

September 18, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 

5.  Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to 

begins at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Warren Steele, 

Brassavola nodosa and its hybrids. 

 

http://www.orchidfest.ca/
http://www.orchidfest.ca/
http://hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
http://hengduanbiotech.com/index.asp
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Sept 24 & 25, 2016 –Central Ontario Orchid Society  

Show and Sale, Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis 

Road, Cambridge. 

 

October 16, 2016 – OSRBG General Meeting, Room 5.  

Plant sales commence at 1:00 pm & Meeting to begins 

at 2:00 pm.  Programme: Marilyn Light, Vanilla. 

 

Orchid Society Library – Missing Books 

I am trying to organize the OSRBG Library and have 

been comparing what is in the cabinet with the records in 

the sign-out book in order to get a clear picture of what 

the Society owns. I’ve noticed some anomalies, including 

books that are missing and have not been signed out, and 

others that have been signed out to non-existent member 

numbers. (Could just be that someone accidently reversed 

some digits, but how to tell which ones?) If you have any 

of these books that you borrowed from our library, would 

you contact me at wendy-hm@cogeco.ca and give me 

your membership number so I can amend the records. Or 

you could bring the books to the next meeting and give 

them to me to be re-shelved. 

 

1. Growing Hardy Orchids, by John Tulloch 

2. Growing Orchids in the Home, by Betty Cohen and 

Eric Roberts 

3. History of the Orchid, by Merle A. Reinikka 

4. Step by Step Guide to Growing and Displaying 

Orchids, by Wilma Rittershausen 

5. Genus Paphiopedilum, by Phillip Cribb 

6. Growing Orchids: Book three – Vandas, 

Dendrobiums and Others, by J.N. Rentoul 

7. Slipper Orchids of Vietnam, by Leonid Averyanov 

8. American Cattleyas, Courtney Hackney, 2004 

9. Orchid fever, by Eric Hansen 

10. Orchids, by Tibbs and Bilton 

11. Illustrated Encyclopedia of Orchids, 1997 edition by 

Alec Pridgeon (we have the 1992 edition) 

12. The Orchid Wrangler (CD or DVD) 

13. Nano Vivarium (CD or DVD) 

 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Wendy Hearder-Moan 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Schedule 

 

 

SOOS Orchid Show Report 

By: Gavin Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo By: Drew Goddard 

The Valentine’s Day weekend was the coldest on record, 

but this did not seem to deter the attendees at the SOOS 

Show. True, there were fewer vendors, and none from the 

U.S.A., but Saturday was reported as ‘crowded’. 

The problem of transporting orchids in such weather was 

especially felt by the Montreal group, which faced white-

out conditions around Kingston.  The RBG group, which 

had hired a van for transporting the orchids and ‘stuff’, 

decided to cancel the van because it was not insulated. 

Instead, Ben Boers and Pat Vuurman managed to bring it 

all, (including a 6 foot Schomburgkia) to the Botanical 

Gardens in Toronto, where Drew Goddard and Gavin 

Clark set up the display in a little over 3 hours.  

Fortunately, Pat had registered all the plants in their 

respective categories, and then stayed to generate all the 

labels (the black ones with the gold writing) and the 

judges’ numbered and named tags for each plant.  

Date Location 

May 15, 2016 Room 5 

June 12, 2016 Room 5 

July 2016 President’s Picnic 

August 21, 2016 Room 5 

September 18, 2016 Room 5 

October 16, 2016 Room 5 

November 20, 2016 Room 5 

December 18, 2016 Room 5 

mailto:wendy-hm@cogeco.ca
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These plant name and number tags go on after the set up, 

so someone has to know what the plants actually are, 

because the labels are buried! 

The ‘take down’ on Sunday was achieved in half an hour 

flat, with the help of Pat and Lynda Vuurman and Ben 

and Cindy Boers, who returned everything to the RBG. 

Thank you all --- and congratulations to the winners, the 

RBG, and to everyone who contributed.  

The ribbons and awards results were as follows: 

First Place Ribbons: 

Brassolaelicocattleya Goldenzelle ‘Lemon Chiffon’ – 

June Kramer 

Cymbidium sinense ‘Toa Ping Yong’ – Ben and Cindy 

Boers 

Dendrobium Kingrose ‘June Patricia’ – June Kramer – 

this entry also won best Dendrobium 

Phragmipedium Grande (longifolium X humboldtii) – 

Lynda and Pat Vuurman 

Schromburgkia undulata – RBG (allied Cattleya genera) 

Galeandra styllomisantha (syn.  juncea) – Lynda and Pat 

Vuurman 

 

Second Place Ribbons: 

Display – RBG for a Society Exhibit 

Paphiopetilium Todd Hasegawa (Norito Hasegawa X 

emersonii) – Ben and Cindy Boers 

Phalaenopsis amabilis – Lynda and Pat Vuurman 

Coelogyne cristata – Gavin Clark 

Schromburgkia undulata – RBG Specimen Plant  

 

Third Place Ribbons: 

Bratonia Charles M. Fitch (Brassia verrucosa X 

Mitonopsis spectabilis) – June Kramer 

Brassocattleya Yellow Bird (B. nodosa X Bc. Richard 

Muelller) – Gavin Clark 

Cattleya jenmannii – RBG 

Cattlianthe Japanese Beauty ‘Sakura’ (Ctt. Fairyland X 

Misaki Bells) – Ben and Cindy Boers 

Coelogyne cristata – Gavin Clark 

Cymbidium sinense ‘Yu Hua’ – Ben and Cindy Boers 

Cymbidium Narella ‘Jennifer Gail’ – June Kramer 

Laeliocattleya Hsin Buu Lady ‘Y.T. Beauty’ (L ancepts X 

Wendy’s Valentine) – Ben and Cindy Boers 

Laeliocattleya Irene Finney – Ben and Cindy Boers 

Phalaenopsis Leyte Gulf (Cassandra ‘Orchid expert’ X 

Veitchriana ‘Bedford’ AM/AOS) – Lynda and Pat 

Vuurman 

Phalaenopsis Sogo Grape ‘YN’ AM/AOS (Super Stupid 

X Princess Kaiulani) – Lynda and Pat Vuurman 

Phalaenopsis Sweet Strawberry (Taisuco Candy X 

Taisuco Pixie) – Lynda and Pat Vuurman 

Phalaenopsis (tetrapsis ‘CI’ X Mambo) – Lynda and Pat 

Vuurman 

 

Peter and Sherry Decyk won the Dr. E. Busse award for 

16-25 plants in the display. 

Joe DiCiommo won for his 11 – 15 plant display 

 

Toronto Artistic Orchid Association (TAOA) 

Show Report 

By: Wendy Hearder-Moan 

Photo By: Wendy Hearder-Moan 

Frank Washburn, Gavin Clark, Steven Ng and Wendy 

Hearder-Moan set up a display for the OSRBG consisting 

of 30 plants of which 16 were ribbon winners. Special 

congratulations to June Cramer whose Oncidium hybrid 

merited an award as Best Oncidium. RBG’s Guarianthe 

guatemalensis also received a 3rd place ribbon in the 

specimen class.  

Results:  

Royal Botanical Gardens Collection  

Oncidium altissimum – 1st 

Schombugkia tibicinis – 2nd  

Guarianthe guatemalensis – 1st (and 3rd in specimen plant 

class) 
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June Cramer  

Oncidium hybrid – 1st (and Best Oncidium Award)  

Cattleya intermedia – 2nd 

Odontonia Janice Miller ‘Powder Puff’ x Odontonia 

(Drummer Joe x Picotee) ‘Fuchia Frame’ – 2nd 

Sarcochilus hartmanii (white) – 1st 

Sarcochilus hartmanii (pink) – 2nd 

Lynda and Pat Vuurman  
Phalaenopsis I-Hsin Paprika ’Wilson’s Choice’ AM/AOS 

– 2nd  

Linda Will  

Phragmipedium besseae – 1st  

Phragmipedium China Dragon (Grande x besseae x 

flavum) – 2nd  

Paphiopedilum Joseito (Nike’s Sunny Delight x 

Pinocchio) – 2nd  

Brassocattleya Memoria Vida Lee (Bc. Binosa xC. 

Brazilian Treasure) – 2nd  

Brassolaelia Yello Bird (Brassavola nodosa x Bl. Richard 

Mueller) – 2nd  

Phragmipedium Sedenii (longifolium x schlimii) – 3rd  

Phragmipedium Eric Young (besseae x longifolium) – 3rd  

The display itself received a third place ribbon. Thanks to 

everyone who helped with the display and who 

contributed orchids for the exhibit.  

 

 

Orchid Action 
By: Geoff Hicks 

Cymbidium orchids should now be placed into a position 

of full sunshine as this will encourage the formation of 

good flower spikes during winter and spring. 

Cymbidium orchids are the most common type of orchid 

seen in nurseries and garden centres later in the year. 

They produce strong, tall stems from the base of the bulbs 

and leaves. Individual flowers are produced alternately 

along the length of the stem. The colours of the blooms 

include shades of yellow, orange, red, green, pink and 

brown, as well as white.  

Cymbidium orchids flower between April and October, 

with the same plant flowering at the same time each year. 

Cymbidiums require an overnight drop in temperature for 

the formation of flowers spikes.  

 

TIME FOR WORK: Some timely preparation on your orchids now will 

help ensure a beautiful display later in the year.  

This may be achieved by watering the plants in the early 

morning, or applying some ice to the plants. Flowers will 

last on the plant for between two and three months, 

although they will last for lengthy periods if picked and 

placed into a vase for indoor decoration.  

If desired, the whole plant may be placed indoors during 

flowering, provided that the potting mix is kept moist. 

Soaking the pot in a bucket of water for 10 minutes, 

weekly, should ensure an adequate supply of moisture for 

pots that have been brought indoors.  

However, it is important to return the pot to outdoor 

conditions once the flower spikes have died. 

Cymbidium orchids produce three types of bulbs. The 

‘lead’ bulbs have vigorous growth and produce large 

flower spikes. ‘Old’ bulbs have leaves that may produce 

flowers. ‘Back’ bulbs are without foliage but they store 

food.  

Plants should be divided (broken up) when they have 

filled the pot as the plant will gradually become starved, 

producing less, if any, flowers. When the plant has been 

removed from the pot, the bulbs can be separated. New 

plants should ideally have a lead bulb and one or two 

back bulbs. 

The back bulbs will provide the energy required for the 

new plant to grow well. Dead roots should be removed. 

The newly divided plants may be left in a cool, dry place 

to harden for a couple of days, provided the weather is 

not too hot. The new plants should be placed into an 

orchid or specialist cymbidium potting mix.  

Healthy cymbidium orchids will have light green foliage 

with a small amount of yellowing. Dark green leaves may 

indicate that the plants are not receiving sufficient light. A 

sheltered position in a shade house, or under the eaves 

may be most suitable. 

Courtesy of The Maitland Mercury 
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Fortney: The artist behind Calgary 

Zoo's new 'Orchid Tree' 
By: Valerie Fortney, Calgary Herald 

 

The Orchid Tree is on display at the Calgary Zoo for its Easter 

weekend.  

Photo By: Leah Hennel 
 

Nearly every day of Dale Cote’s life has 

included time spent in the great outdoors. 

When he wasn’t tending to livestock on the southern 

Alberta farm where he’s worked for more than half a 

century, he could be found hiking and climbing 

everywhere from Nepal and Pakistan, to Alaska and 

South America. 

“I did a bit of ice climbing in the Rockies,” says Cote, 

now in his 70s. “I like being out in nature.” 

Still, when it comes to his favourite flower, he’s had little 

real-world experience. “I’ve really only seen them for sale 

at Home Depot,” he says with a chuckle. 

Looking at Cote’s most recent art installation, it seems 

impossible that those colourful members of the 

orchidaceae family are something he’s come to know 

mostly from books borrowed from his local library. 

Called the Orchid Tree, the sculpture, which is currently 

on loan to the Calgary Zoo, incorporates 120 different 

species of the fragrant flower in the kind of setting you’d 

see in the wild — tree trunks, green moss-covered forest 

floor and a bevy of beautiful butterflies. 

Look a little closer and the sculpture’s wow factor goes 

up several more notches. “People think it’s real at first,” 

says Corrine Hannah, the zoo’s horticulturalist, who will 

have the Orchid Tree available for viewing in the Enmax 

conservatory until the end of May. “They’re pretty 

surprised to find out how it was made.” 

 

Corrine Hannah, Calgary Zoo horticulturalist, spearheaded a new art 

project called the Orchid Tree made out of cans by a local rancher. 

Photo By: Leah Hennel 

 

In a beautiful example of the benefits of “upcycling,” 

Cote has fashioned the flowers, butterflies, hummingbirds 

and leaves out of discarded metal, the tree itself a melding 

of several real tree limbs attached to a framework of steel. 

“He’s used old olive oil, coffee cans,” says Hannah. “It 

really fits in well with our philosophy,” she says of her 

workplace, which in 2009 was renovated using the kind of 

green building practices and sustainable systems to earn it 

a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design) gold certification. 

While the project took him about 4,000 hours over four 

years, the story of how Cote came to make his 2.5 metre 

by 2.5 metre homage to the orchid goes back several 

decades. 

As a young man, he studied welding at SAIT, with hopes 

to one day get a job at the Calgary Zoo. “I was interested 

in nature and stuff,” he says in a phone interview from the 

farm where he’s worked for 53 years near Milo, a village 

about 120 kilometres southeast of Calgary. “But I ended 

up going in another direction.” 

Signing on as a farm hand with the Willard family was 

supposed to be a short-term arrangement. “It’s strange he 

wasn’t somewhere else with all his talents,” says Marsha 

Willard, who today oversees the family farm. “But Dale 

turned out to be a blessing to our whole extended family.” 

While Cote — who also trained racehorses for a time 

— did all the jobs required of a farm hand, Willard also 

got him to put his artistic skills to work. 
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His first big job was building a fence to keep the cows 

from wandering into the yard surrounding the house. “He 

asked what kind of design I wanted,” Willard says with a 

laugh. “I said, ‘I’d like you to put in our double-arrow 

brand and then maybe a unicorn and Pegasus.’ ” 

Willard was stunned to see the final result. “It was just 

beautiful,” she says. “And it had everything in it I asked 

for.” 

Since then, Cote has created wrought-iron stair railings 

incorporating images of elk and buffalo, along with 

wreaths featuring the colourful native plants around the 

family farm. 

 

 
Corrine Hannah, Calgary Zoo horticulturalist, with some of the art 

from the Orchid Tree, made out of scrap metal by southern Alberta 

farm hand Dale Cote.  

Photo By: Leah Hennel 

 

A little over four years ago he started creating individual 

orchids, until his small bungalow was overrun. “I 

suggested maybe he do something with all these flowers,” 

says Willard. “I knew he’d come up with a great idea.” 

Last November, Willard emailed photographs of the 

Orchid Tree to the zoo. “It was hard to tell what it would 

look like up close,” says the zoo’s Corrine Hannah, “but I 

was intrigued enough to drive out to see it.” 

She immediately agreed to bring the sculpture to the 

Calgary Zoo for its Easter weekend (March 25 and 26) 

festivities that will include a class for kids to paint their 

own metal flowers. 

After that, Willard says she’s going to help Cote secure a 

permanent, public home for his Orchid Tree. “He wants to 

share it with everyone,” she says. “Hopefully, it’ll end up 

in a place where the Average Joe can see it.” 

 
Courtesy of The Calgary Herald 

 

What’s in a Name?  
 
You just bought an orchid? Don’t lose the name tag!- 

 

 It identifies the kind of orchid it is in case you 

want to ask for help or just brag. 

 

 It can tell you a lot about what culture is required. 

 

 If someone saw your nice flower, they would like 

to know what it is called. 

 

 Serious orchid growers/collectors need to know 

the pedigree to know how it relates to other 

breeding 

 The name is needed for display/judging purposes. 

Years ago plants and animals were classified and 

organized into a structure that showed the relationships of 

one organism to another. A set of rules defines how 

everything is to be named. Latin was the universal 

language of science at the time and is still used today in 

the naming conventions. 

As a simple example, we have: 

Cattleya schilleriana 

The first part of the name tells us that we have a member 

of the cattleya genus. The second part tells us that it is the 

species schilleriana. There are many other species of 

cattleya but this is a specific one. Also note that the word 

“cattleya” is capitalized – the genus is always capitalized. 

The species schilleriana is in lower case – a species name 

is always in lower case. And another point – we have a 

species – the singular form is “species” not “specie”. A 

little looking would tell us that the genus was named after 

a William Cattley in 1842 and this species was named 

after a Mr Schiller. Because it is a species, the names 

have been Latinized. 

Now for another example: 

Slc Jewel Box ‘Scheherazade’ 

The “Slc” stands for “Sophrolaeliocattleya”. Well it 

seems that some orchids of one genus will actually cross 

with orchids of a different genus. The result is an 

intergeneric hybrid. In this case we have a Sophronitis 

species crossed with a Laelia crossed with a Cattleya. No, 

not all at the same time! Anyway, we now have a hybrid 

that was called “Jewel Box”. Notice the capital letters – it 

is not a species. The word in quotes, “Scheherazade”, is 
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the name given to one special plant of this cross, a 

specific clone. There were many babies from this cross 

but one really stood out and it had to have a name of its 

own. If your plants don’t already have a clonal name, you 

can give them one of your own. 

A more complicated one: 

Paphiopedilum Armeni White (armeniacum ‘Spectacular 

II’ FCC/AOS x delanatii ‘Pink Mist’) 

The capitals on “Armeni White” tell us that this is a 

hybrid within the genus Paphiopedilum. The brackets 

signal that what follow tells us about the parents. “Armeni 

White” is a cross between Paphiopedilum armeniacum 

and Paphiopedilum delanatii. The clonal names tell us 

which specific parents were used in the cross. By 

convention, the seed-producing (female) parent is listed 

first, followed by the “x”, followed by the pollen (male) 

parent. It is sometimes very important to know which was 

which. The group of plants resulting from the cross is 

called a grex. 

The other thing present, the “FCC/AOS” is an award 

designation. The American Orchid Society (AOS) has 

many types of awards, this one being a First Class 

Certificate. The common awards are HCC, AM, and FCC, 

the FCC being the highest. 

Let us say that my plant of this cross just won an 

AM/AOS and I called the plant “Snow Queen”, what 

would my label look like? 

Paphiopedilum Armeni White ‘Snow Queen’ AM/AOS 

(armeniacum ‘Spectacular II’ FCC/AOS x delanatii ‘Pink 

Mist’) 

What if I divide the plant to sell a piece – what goes on 

the tag? ANS: Just what is on it now. They are both the 

same clone. What if I divide the plant, sell the piece and 

that piece wins an award? ANS: The clonal name and 

award can now be put on my plant’s name tag. It is the 

same actual plant or clone. A different plant of the same 

cross doesn’t count. 

And finally: 

Potinara Little Toshie ‘Golden Fantasy’ (Blc Toshie Aoki 

x Sc Beaufort) 

The thing to note here is that one parent is a “Blc” which 

stands for “Brassolaeliocattleya” and “Sc” which is 

“Sophrocattleya“. The genera combined in this cross are 

Brassavola, Laelia, Cattleya with Sophronitis and 

Cattleya. This combination of four genera is called a 

Potinara. The link below gives a table of all the 

intergeneric genus names with their abbreviation. 

You might also find a couple other terms on a plant label 

from time to time. One is self, which indicates that the 

parent was self-pollinated. The label usually shows xself. 

The other possibility is sib or sib-cross, usually 

abbreviated xsib or xsibling. Technically this refers to a 

brother-sister cross, but it is generally used to refer to two 

different clones being crossed. 

Orchid hybrid names are registered by the Royal 

Horticultural Society. They have a web site (listed below) 

that provides access to the name registry. It is always a 

good idea to look up your hybrid name to see if the name 

has actually been registered, if it is spelled correctly, and 

to determine the parents. If you have the parents only, 

check to see if the cross has been named. 

For more information, here are a few links: 

The American Orchid Society: www.aos.org 

 

Intergeneric Orchid Genus Names: 

midamericanorchids.org 

 

RHS Orchid Name registry: 
apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchi

dregister.asp 

 Find the parents of your hybrid or See if your 

cross has been named. 

 

Glossary 

clone: An individual plant raised from a single seed, with 

all its subsequent vegetative propagations. 

genus: A subdivision of a family, consisting of one or 

more species which show similar characteristics and 

appear to have a common ancestry. 

genera: plural of genus. 

grex: A flock or group, applied collectively to the 

offspring of a given cross. 

hybrid: The offspring resulting from the union of a 

species or hybrid with another species or hybrid. 

intergeneric: Between or among two or more genera. 

selfing or self-pollination: The pollination of a flower 

with pollen from the same plant. 

Species: A kind of plant distinct from other kinds 

 
Courtesy of The Canadian Orchid Congress 

http://canadianorchidcongress.ca/basics/nametag 

http://aos.org/
http://www.aos.org/
http://midamericanorchids.org/
http://www.midamericanorchids.org/
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/orchidregister.asp
http://canadianorchidcongress.ca/basics/nametag
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Membership 

Memberships are due June 1, 2016. 

You can renew you membership at the next monthly 

meeting, or by mailing your cheque to: 

  Yvette Mondésir 

  3010 Silverthorn Drive 

  Oakville, ON  L6L 5N6 

  e-mail: ydesir521@gmail.com 
 

Membership Fee: $20.00 

Receive a $5.00 discount if you would like to receive the 

Orchidata newsletter via e-mail. 

 
**************************** 

Greenhouse Volunteers Needed 
 

As you may know, the Orchid Society maintains the 

collection of orchids in the RBG greenhouse. This is a 

significant commitment which cannot be carried out 

without the help of volunteers. 

Currently a group of volunteers meets on Thursday 

mornings from 9:30 to noon, more or less, and another 

group meets on Sunday mornings from about 10 until 

12:30.  This schedule is dictated by watering 

requirements. Volunteers are currently being sought for 

both these teams. “On the job” training is provided if 

needed. 

In addition to watering, volunteers look after repotting the 

orchids, cleaning any plants that are being attacked by 

pests, removing dead leaves, sterilizing pots and other 

equipment, preparing plants for display and many other 

small but important tasks. 

Volunteers are not required to attend every week, but 

some commitment to the collection should be 

demonstrated. If you are able to devote some time to 

helping us maintain the orchids, please contact Pat 

Vuurman (pvuurman@hotmail.com) regarding the 

Thursday group, or Denise MacLeod 

(pmacleod5@cogeco.ca) if you can volunteer on 

Sundays. 
 

**************************** 

Flasking Group 

Anyone interested in flasking please give Ben Boers, Pat 

Vuurman or Bob Gibbon a call for details  

 
**************************** 

2015 – 2016 Executive & Contacts 
 

President ................................... Drew Goddard  905-635-6342 

Past President ................ Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Vice-President ................................................................ Vacant 

Treasurer ........................................Gavin Clark  905-274-4888 

Secretary ................................. Jacqui Arrindell  905-528-1060 

Membership ...........................Yvette Mondésir  905- 825-1472 

Newsletter ............................. Jacquie Goddard  905-635-6342 

Publicity ............................... Nancy Freckleton  905- 628-4198 

Native Orchids .................................. Scott Belton 416-22-6091 

Show Chair ............................ Jocelyn Webber  905- 823-6815 

Sales & Raffle .......................... Penelope Petrie  905-383-3558 

Programming  ......................... Lauren Booklin  289- 837-1462 

COC Rep........................................ Peter Decyk  905-632-1985 

AOS/Mid-American Rep ............... Peter Decyk  905-632-1985 

Hospitality ..................................... Greta Culley 905-648-0144  

Librarian ....................... Wendy Hearder-Moan 905-335-4055 

Flasking  ......................................... Bob Gibbon 905-387-1993 

Orchid Collection....................... Olga Jokutaitis 905-544-9894 

Orchid Collection......................... Pat Vuurman  905-527-4951 

RBG Liaison ......................................Ben Boers  905-701-8102 
 

**************************** 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
Dr. James Brasch 

**************************** 

Membership and Address Changes 

Yvette Mondésir 

  3010 Silverthorn Drive 

  Oakville, ON  L6L 5N6 

  e-mail: ydesir521@gmail.com 
 

**************************** 

Orchidata 

Deadline for the May / June Newsletter is 

May 15, 2016 

Please note that Orchidata news and orchid society 

newsletters should be sent to: 

 

Jacquie Goddard 

2037 Coral Crescent 

Burlington, ON  L7P 3K4 

e-mail:  krackerjac@hotmail.com 

 
**************************** 
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